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(57) ABSTRACT

The device for throwing balls includes a frame having a
striking mechanism formed of a striking arm and a striker.
The striker is provided at the free end of the striking arm,
and the striking arm is pivotably mobile via a shaft and
combined with a driver suitable for pivoting the arm such
that the striker can follow a circular path passing through a
location intended to receive a ball. The striker includes a
roller mounted so as to be freely rotatable about an axis
parallel to that of pivoting of the striking arm.
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1
DEVICE FOR THROWING BALLS

RELATED U.S. APPLICATIONS

Not applicable.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.

REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE APPENDIX

Not applicable.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The object of the present invention is a device for throw-
ing balls, namely for collective sports.

The invention is related to the field of the sports training
appliances, and in particular to the field of the appliances for
projecting balls, as well as to that of the games or toys for
projecting balls.

The object of the invention is in particular the improve-
ment of the existing devices for throwing balls, in which the
balls are struck by means of a striking arm, such as those
described in WO 2008/056038 and EP 0 520 929.

2. Description of Related Art Including Information Dis-
closed Under 37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98.

These devices generally include a frame incorporating a
ball magazine and a striking mechanism, the latter including
a striking arm provided at its free end with a striking means
movable in pivoting through a shaft and associated with
driving means capable of driving in pivoting so that said
striking means can describe a path passing through a loca-
tion aimed at receiving a ball delivered by said magazine.
The driving means essentially comprise an energy accumu-
lator capable, under the action of a control means, of
restituting and transmitting this energy to said shaft and,
thus, to the striking arm.

These devices are in particular for teaching collective
sports using a ball, for learning technical movements. They
permit to reproduce ball throws following regular paths.

The device of EP 0 520 929 includes a striking arm
moving in a vertical or substantially vertical plane, while
WO 2008/056038 includes a striking arm moving in a
horizontal or substantially horizontal plane. These arms are
provided at their free end with a striking means, which is in
the form of a plate or the like, and which is aimed at entering
into contact with the ball.

In practice, it has been observed that the path of the ball
did not follow a line tangent to the circle described by the
striking means, but that it departed from same, so that the
user had to move laterally in order to receive the throw, this
effect is due to the path of the striking means not being
rectilinear, to the impact not having a direction perfectly
radial to the ball, and to it occurring on a relatively extended
surface with a force that is not distributed homogeneously,
and with a possible displacement, even a sliding, of the ball
with respect to the striking means.

In order to cope with this drawback, i.e. to obtain a path
substantially tangent to the circle followed by the striking
means, it has been observed that the point of impact of the
striking means on the ball should be modified, which has
however the drawback, in addition to the fact that the desired
path is obtained only by trials at the level of the settings,
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when such is possible, with less effectiveness, since the point
of impact corresponding to the optimal energy transmission
is different from the point of impact permitting to optimize
the path.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The aim of the present invention is to provide a device for
throwing balls permitting to cope with the various above-
mentioned drawbacks.

The device for throwing balls according to the invention
includes a frame incorporating a striking mechanism includ-
ing a striking arm provided at its free end with a striking
means, said arm being movable in pivoting through a shaft
and associated with driving means capable of driving in
pivoting so that said striking means can describe a circular
path passing through a location aimed at receiving a ball,
and it is essentially characterized in that said striking means
consists of a roller mounted so as to freely rotate about an
axis parallel to that of pivoting of said striking arm.

During the striking, the roller can turn into contact with
the ball, which permits a re-centering of the impact. During
the impact, there is no displacement of the ball with respect
to the roller, the alignment correction does not occur through
sliding of the ball on the striking means, but through
pivoting of the roller, which has thus a function of position-
ing damper.

According to an additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the location aimed
at receiving the ball is in the form of a tray provided with
means for positioning the ball, and associated with adjusting
means permitting a vertical and/or lateral displacement.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the tray has the
shape of a gutter, so as to permit to center the ball in same,
irrespective of the size of the latter.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the means for
positioning the ball on the tray consist of brushes permitting
to maintain the ball by being placed on both sides of the
location aimed at being occupied by the latter.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the driving means
comprise a mechanical energy accumulator capable of stor-
ing the mechanical energy produced by a geared motor, and
capable of restituting and transmitting this energy to the
shaft, said energy accumulator being in addition made
integral with the frame and connected to said shaft at a
fastening point eccentric with respect to the axis of rotation
of said shaft, while said driving means comprise means
eccentric with respect to said axis of rotation put into
rotation about this axis by being driven by said geared
motor, and capable of cooperating with said shaft, so as to
drive it in pivoting, only by resting eccentrically on a portion
of the latter or on an element integral with the latter.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the energy accu-
mulator consists of a mechanical and/or pneumatic com-
pression or draw spring.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the energy accu-
mulator (5) is associated with means for adjusting its ten-
sion.

According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, it includes means
for attenuating the oscillations of the arm on its shaft after
striking a ball.
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According to another additional feature of the device for
throwing balls according to the invention, the means for
attenuating the oscillations of the arm consist of a free wheel
through which the shaft is mounted on the frame, or of a
single-duty damper coaxial to the mechanical energy accu-
mulator.

The advantages and features of the device for throwing
balls according to the invention will become clear from the
following description, which relates to the attached drawing,
which represents a non-restrictive embodiment of same.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 represents a schematic partial and perspective view
of a device for throwing balls according to the invention.

FIG. 2 represents a schematic plan view of a portion of the
same device.

FIG. 3 represents a schematic longitudinal cross-sectional
view according to the axis XX' of FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In FIG. 1 has been shown the essential part of the
mechanism of a device 1 for throwing balls B according to
the invention. It should be noted that most of the features
represented and relating to the operation are those described
in WO 2008/056038, knowing that other embodiments are
feasible.

Thus, this device 1 includes, inside a frame, not shown, a
striking mechanism 2 comprising a striking arm 20 mounted
on a shaft 21 movable pivotally on the frame through a free
wheel 22.

An eccentric 23, fixed in rotation on the shaft 21, is
connected, through an eccentric fixing pawl 24, at one end
of'a mechanical energy accumulator, in this case a spring 25,
the other end of which is integral with a means 26 for
adjusting the tension of the spring 25. On the other hand, a
geared motor 27 is designed capable, on the one hand, of
pushing, through a resetting stop 28, the pawl 24 in rotation
about the shaft 21, so as to decompress the spring 25, and on
the other hand to release this pawl 24 in order to permit,
under the action of the decompression of the spring 25, the
rotation of the shaft 21 and, thus, the displacement of the
striking arm 20.

The device 1 also includes a magazine for storing balls B,
only the end of which is shown, which consists of a hopper
10 hanging over the location aimed at receiving the ball B
to be thrown. This location is embodied by a tray 11
associated with two brushes 12 arranged laterally, on both
sides of the location aimed at being occupied by the ball B,
the tray 11 being of course arranged on the path of the free
end of the striking arm 20.

Advantageously and preferably, the tray 11 is in the form
of'a gutter curved about an axis tangent to the path of the free
end of the striking arm 20. This gutter-shape permits to
index the positioning of the ball B, irrespective of the size
of the latter.

When referring also to FIGS. 2 and 3, one can see that the
free end of the striking arm 20 is provided, according to the
invention, with a roller 3 mounted so as to freely pivot about
axis YY' parallel to the shaft 21, by means of a bearing 30.
The roller 3 constitutes the striking element aimed at enter-
ing into contact with the ball B.

In operation, the pawl 24 is driven in rotation about the
axis of pivoting of the shaft 21 by the geared motor 27, while
being pushed by the resetting stop 28, which results into the
displacement of the striking arm 20 and the putting under
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draught of the spring 25. When the pawl 24 is in a position
diametrically opposite the point of fastening of the other end
of'the spring 25, the latter is decompressed at maximum, and
when the pawl 24 exceeds this position, the spring 25
contracts and suddenly drives in pivoting the shaft 21 and,
thus, the striking arm 20. The roller 3 thus describes a
circular path that passes through the location occupied by
the ball B on the tray 11.

Upon impact, which occurs without bouncing of the roller
3 because of the presence of the free wheel 22, the resetting
stop 28 is brought into contact with the pawl 24, which it
drives for a new cycle.

It should be noted that it is also possible to use, in
substitution of the free wheel 22, for example a single-duty
damper coaxial to the spring 25.

The contact with the ball B thus occurs through the roller
3, and because of the possibility of rotation of the latter,
there is no sliding effect during the impact.

Advantageously, the tray 11 in the form of a gutter is
mounted movably in vertical translation through an adjust-
ing means such as a screw jack 13. This possibility of
adjusting permits, irrespective of the size of the ball B, that
the impact can be given at the desired location, i.e. opti-
mally, at a median height.

It should be noted that, optionally, the device 1 can
include means for adjusting in lateral direction the tray 11,
or more specifically the unit formed by the hopper 10, the
tray 11 and the brushes 12, so as to perform a lateral
displacement of same, on either side, and to thus obtain
throws according to different paths oriented laterally.

The roller 3 of the device 1 for throwing balls according
to the invention permits to perform throws with high pre-
cision, and thus with a higher effectiveness for the user. The
association of this roller 3 with the tray 11 in the form of a
gutter and with two brushes 12 arranged laterally permits to
increase the precision of the throws.

I claim:

1. A device for throwing balls, comprising:

a frame incorporating a striking mechanism, said striking
mechanism being comprised of a striking arm and a
striking means, said striking means being provided at a
free end of said striking arm, said striking arm being
rotatable about a shaft with a first axis of rotation;

a driving means attached to said shaft, said driving means
rotating said striking arm in a circular path centered on
said first axis of rotation so as to pass said striking
means through a location aimed at receiving a ball, said
striking arm rotating at least 360 degrees on said
circular path; and

a tray placed at said location aimed at receiving said ball;

a means for positioning the ball cooperative with said
tray; and

an adjusting means engaged to said tray, said tray being
displaced vertically, laterally or both by said adjusting
means so as to align the ball with said striking means
at said location,

wherein said striking means is comprised of a roller
mounted on a bearing with a second axis of rotation,
said roller being rotatable about said bearing, said first
axis of rotation being parallel to said second axis of
rotation.

2. The device for throwing balls according to claim 1,

wherein said tray is comprised of a gutter, so as to center the
ball in said tray.
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3. The device for throwing balls according to claim 1,
wherein said means for positioning the ball comprises
brushes on both sides of the location aimed at receiving said
ball.

4. The device for throwing balls according to claim 1,
wherein said driving means comprises:

a geared motor; and

a mechanical energy accumulator storing mechanical

energy produced by said geared motor, being made
integral with said frame, and connecting to said shaft at
a fastening point eccentric to said first axis of rotation,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator transmits
the mechanical energy from said geared motor to said
shaft; and

a rotating means eccentric with respect to said first axis of

rotation being driven by said geared motor, said rotat-
ing means cooperating with said shaft, so as to drive
rotation of said shaft, said rotating means engaging at
least an element integral with said shaft.

5. The device for throwing balls according to claim 4,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator is comprised
of a spring, said spring being selected from at least one of
a group consisting of a mechanical compression spring, a
pneumatic compression spring, a mechanical draw spring,
and a compression draw spring.

6. The device for throwing balls according to claim 5,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator is further
comprised of a means for adjusting tension of said spring.

7. The device for throwing balls claim 5, further com-
prising:

means for attenuating oscillations of said striking arm on

said shaft after striking a ball.

8. The device for throwing balls according to claim 7,
wherein said means for attenuating oscillations comprises:

a free wheel mounted on said frame, said shaft being

mounted through said free wheel.

9. The device for throwing balls according to claim 7,
wherein said means for attenuating oscillations comprises:

a single duty damper coaxial to said mechanical energy

accumulator.

10. The device for throwing balls according to claim 1,
wherein said first axis of rotation is vertical, said striking
arm rotating in a horizontal plane.

11. A device for throwing balls, comprising:

a frame incorporating a striking mechanism, said striking

mechanism being comprised of a striking arm and a
striking means, said striking means being provided at a
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free end of said striking arm, said striking arm being
rotatable about a shaft with a first axis of rotation; and

a driving means attached to said shaft, said driving means

rotating said striking arm in a circular path centered on
said first axis of rotation so as to pass said striking
means through a location aimed at receiving a ball,
wherein said striking means is comprised of a roller
mounted on a bearing with a second axis of rotation,
said roller being rotatable about said bearing, said first
axis of rotation being parallel to said second axis of
rotation, and wherein said driving means comprises:

a geared motor; and

a mechanical energy accumulator storing mechanical

energy produced by said geared motor, being made
integral with said frame, and connecting to said shaft at
a fastening point eccentric to said first axis of rotation,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator transmits
the mechanical energy from said geared motor to said
shaft; and

a rotating means eccentric with respect to said first axis of

rotation being driven by said geared motor, said rotat-
ing means cooperating with said shaft, so as to drive
rotation of said shaft, said rotating means engaging at
least an element integral with said shaft.

12. The device for throwing balls according to claim 11,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator is comprised
of a spring, said spring being selected from at least one of
a group consisting of a mechanical compression spring, a
pneumatic compression spring, a mechanical draw spring,
and a compression draw spring.

13. The device for throwing balls according to claim 12,
wherein said mechanical energy accumulator is further
comprised of a means for adjusting tension of said spring.

14. The device for throwing balls claim 11, further com-
prising:

means for attenuating oscillations of said striking arm on

said shaft after striking a ball.

15. The device for throwing balls according to claim 14,
wherein said means for attenuating oscillations comprises:

a free wheel mounted on said frame, said shaft being

mounted through said free wheel.

16. The device for throwing balls according to claim 14,
wherein said means for attenuating oscillations comprises:

a single duty damper coaxial to said mechanical energy

accumulator.



